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Religious Symbolism in
Eastern California Ghost
Dance Rock paintings
The Ghost Dance movements of 1870 and 1890 were revitalistic or
millennial expressions (crisis rites). The central theme was that if Natives
danced (the round or circle dance) and prayed the world would return to a natural, unharmed state:
the way it was before Euroamericans introduced their devastating diseases and destructive habits
that nearly destroyed the Native Great Basin people – in essence a new heaven on earth. In eastern
California, a number of historic multicolored Native American rock paintings have been documented
that are extraordinarily rich in imagery (including an extensive array of representational
elements). These rock paintings are a window into the worldview of Native people and provide
some amazing insights into the religious meaning and metaphor of Ghost Dance religion and Numic
(Great Basin Paiute Shoshone) cosmology. New technology (d-stretch, computer aided color
enhancements, deconstruction of superimposition, and color sequencing), has provided some new
discoveries of the deeper meanings.
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